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GENERAL PURPOSES AND LICENSING COMMITTEE – 16 NOVEMBER 2012 
 
LIVE MUSIC ACT 2012 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
 1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform members about the changes 

  that the Live Music Act will have on the regulation of live music and 
  the Licensing Act 2003.    

 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
 2.1 The Live Music Act 2012, which was a Private Members Bill with  
  Government support, received Royal Assent on 8 March 2012 and 
  came into force on 1 October 2012. 
 

2.2 The Live Music Act amends the Licensing Act 2003 by partially 
deregulating the performance of live music, removing the licensing 
requirement for “entertainment facilities”, and widening the exemption 
for music integral to morris dancing.  

 
  2.3 The Act removes: 
 

• The licensing requirement for unamplified live music taking 
place between 8am and 11pm (08:00 - 23:00hours) in all 
venues; 
 

• The licensing requirement for amplified live music taking place 
between 8am and 11pm (08:00 – 23:00hours) before 
audiences of no more than 200 persons in premises authorised 
to supply alcohol for consumption on the premises; 

 
• The licensing requirement for amplified live music taking place 

between 8am and 11pm (08:00 – 23:00hours) before 
audiences of no more than 200 persons in workplaces not 
otherwise licensed under the Licensing Act 2003 (or licensed 
only for the provision of late night refreshment); 

 
• The licensing requirement for the provision of entertainment 

facilities (facilities for making music, dancing, and 
entertainment of a similar description to making music or 
dancing). 

 
 2.4 The Act also widens the current licensing exemption for music which is 
  integral to a performance of ‘morris’ dancing or dancing of a similar 
  type, so that the exemption applies to live or recorded music, instead 
  of unamplified live music only. 
 

2.5 Where an existing premises licence or club premises certificate 
authorises the consumption of alcohol on the premises, and contains 
conditions relating to the performance of live music falling within the 
categories outlined in paragraph 2.3 above, those conditions will 
cease to have any effect in relation to the live music. However, it will 
be possible to impose conditions relating to live music following a 

A 



 2 

review of a premises licence or club premises certificate (relating to 
premises authorised to supply alcohol for consumption on the 
premises), where it is concluded at the review that such conditions are 
appropriate to promote the licensing objectives. 

 
2.6 Conditions which relate to the performance of live music which does 

not fall within the categories outlined in paragraph 2.3 above (for 
example, the performance of live music after 11pm, or the 
performance of amplified live music to an audience of over 200 
people) will continue to have effect, and may be imposed on new 
licences where this is deemed appropriate for the promotion of the 
licensing objectives. 

 
3 POLICY GUIDANCE 
 

3.1 The Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act has been 
 amended to reflect the changes brought about by the Live Music Act 
 2012. These changes are attached as Appendix 1.  

  
4 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 4.1 Any financial implication for the Council will be minimal, resulting from 
  a small number of temporary events notices which would no longer be 
  required for live music events which fall within the remit of this Act. 
 
5 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

5.1 There will currently be licensed premises operating in the New Forest 
district whose licenses contain conditions relating to the performance 
of live music, which were imposed with the intention of preventing 
public nuisance arising from those premises.  Many of these 
conditions will have ceased to have effect as a result of the Live Music 
Act 2012.  It remains to be seen what, if any, impact the changes will 
have on the promotion of the licensing objectives, particularly the 
objective of preventing public nuisance. However, it should be noted 
that the changes would not prevent action being taken under the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990, which enables the Council to take 
action where a statutory nuisance has occurred.  Furthermore, the 
Council, as Licensing Authority, has the power to apply for the review 
of a premises licence or club premises certificate, on grounds relevant 
to one or more of the licensing objectives. 

 
6 CRIME & DISORDER 
 

6.1 There is no evidence to suggest that the changes to the Licensing Act 
2003 will have any impact on crime and disorder. 

 
7 EQUALITY & DIVERSITY 
 
 7.1 There would appear to be no equality and diversity implications  
  directly arising from this report.  
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8 CONCLUSION 
 
 8.1 This report details the effects of the Live Music Act 2012 upon  
  regulated entertainment and the Licensing Act 2003.  
 
9 RECOMMENDATION 
 
 9.1 That the contents of this report are noted and that future updates are 
  included in the information bulletin. 
 
 
Further information:               Background Papers: 
Paul Weston                                                                                     Licensing Act 2003 
Licensing Services                                                                      Section 182 Guidance    
Tel: 023 8028 5505                                                                     Live Music Act 2012 
Email: licensing@nfdc.gov.uk 
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